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•Want to cover the Fright Nights at Thorpe
Park?Ž asks our Editor. Hmm, at first, 
I wasn•t quite sure I did . . .

Walking through the darkened mazes looking at
the technical set-up by Maglite is slightly
unnerving, if only because it•s hard to avoid
walking into walls with their gobbets of rotting
flesh, or accidentally denuding dangling
chandeliers of their spray-on cobwebs. But
having to experience the full effect a second time
at the back of a string of screaming visitors with
ghouls and lunatics leaping up on either side of
you, screaming, moaning, grabbing your calves
and, possibly worse, dribbling feather-light fingers
down your cheek, is another thing altogether. But,
hardened by so many years of the PLASA Show,
it was beginning to feel in quite familiar . .. 

Thorpe Park Fright Nights are one of the main
events in the Park•s calendar, attracting up to
20,000 visitors a day during its three-week stint.
The major attractions include four themed Horror
Mazes brought in for the event and shoe-horned
into place in a theme park which is already
bursting at the seams.

Two mazes, the stark Asylumand the gothic
Hellgate, occupy the abandoned sites of old 
rollercoaster rides; a third, Se7en, based on the
Seven Deadly Sins, inhabits an outdoor arena
and the last, The Curse,is sited on what, in the

summer months, is a children•s paddling pool
with the sand bulldozed to one side to make way
for the decidedly un-child-friendly attraction.

Thorpe Park has been bought by the Merlin
Entertainments Group, which also owns nearby
Chessington World of Adventures and Legoland,
and other attractions including the London
Dungeons, Madame Tussauds, Alton Towers and
the London Eye. It is due for heavy investment
over the coming years which should address
some of the overcrowding issues and grant still
more leeway to the creative content of the mazes.

The mazes have been designed and built by film
set creatives, Weird and Wonderful, themed
attraction specialist RMA Limited, and Merlin•s
own in-house studios, with the sound, lighting
and control systems for all but The Curse
devised and installed by Entertainment Control
Systems Ltd.

Thorpe Park has no resident technical staff, so
ECS Ltd•s owner, Dave Lascaut, works with the
Park•s management to put together the team
which, this year, consists of Lascaut, Steve Wallin,
Jamie Tibbetts, Isobel Rush, Marcus Wareham
and Jason King. 

•It•s a really challenging job,Ž says Lascaut. •Not
only do the team have to know sound, lighting
and control systems but they rapidly develop
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